Civilizing the Wilderness is a study of civilizing as a process and perception of the natural world in Canada prior to 1867. In his introduction A. A. den Otter reminds the reader that civilization in pre-Confederation Canada was intrinsically tied to British ethics, customs, religion, and institutions. For the landscape, "civilized" meant a developed countryside complete with fi elds, fences, and irrigation, intersected by roads and rail; for people, "civilized" meant education, religion, and agriculture. Th e term "civilized" is signifi cant for the Aboriginal population and the Canadian wilderness because they both fell outside its narrow scope. Furthermore, the duality between civilized and uncivilized was entrenched by a geographic component that tied wilderness to Rupert's Land and civilization to Britain, exacerbating a preexisting tension between wilderness and civilization.
From the mid-nineteenth century, the colonial goal was to establish British social and economic values for the forests and plains of Rupert's Land because they were considered wasted land and "inherently evil. " Den Otter's work uses the tension between savagery and civilization as an overarching framework to explain how, and most importantly why, the civilizing project in Rupert's Land and preConfederation Canada was undertaken in the manner it was. Each chapter is a stand-alone essay that contributes to the argument that civilization is a complicated concept involving both people and the land. For example, Bishop David Anderson, the subject of chap-
